Youth injury in Israel: an appeal for change.
Unintentional injury in children and adolescents have raised public health concerns in recent years, because it is the leading cause of death, a physical burden for the injured person, an emotional and social burden for the families together with an economic burden for society. The National Center for Children's Safety and Health in Israel was established in 1995 at the Schneider Children's Medical Center in order to focus on prevention of childhood and adolescent injury and safety. Over these years data has been collected from the Central Bureau of Statistics, the Ministry of Health, the National Trauma Register, Police and the National Poison Center in order to look for trends and develop strategies for intervention. These efforts, together with the active prevention programs that have been established, resulted in a national report (1) presented to the Minister of Health and other policy makers in 2003. The current situation of youth injuries in Israel, which over the years have not shown any improvement, necessitates a new agenda with a focus on prevention and collaboration between various ministries and agencies in order to implement it. The report alone cannot have an impact upon youth safety, but we hope that it will provide an impetus for developing youth safety strategies and programs based on data. We also believe there is a need for long-term monitoring and follow-up of youth injury trends in Israel.